
 

 

 

 

Please visit our website and Facebook page 

Webpage:  http://carltonpalmore.polk-fl.net/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CarltonPalmoreElementary 

 

 

Dear Proud Patriots, 

 

Happy New Year and welcome back to school! We sincerely hope you enjoyed your winter break and 
found some time to enjoy family and friends!  

I wanted to take a moment and thank you for your diligent efforts to sign in at the office and get a pass 
whenever you visit the school.  This policy will help ensure the safety of our students and staff. Please 
note that we have a security measure in which we will ask to scan visitor’s driver’s license to enter the 
campus. Please be patient with us and bring your driver’s license when checking in, or picking up a child. 

We also appreciate all of the volunteers that have given their time to help around the school.  Whether it 
has been in a classroom, the media center, or in the office, we truly appreciate all of your help.  If you 
would like to volunteer please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Sommer Showers-Coy at                   
sommer.showers-coy@polk-fl.net or by phone at 863-648-3510. 

This is the time of year where we are working hard to prepare for our upcoming FSA testing.  Our stu-
dents and teachers are working hard every day so that everyone will be ready.  We will send home a test-
ing calendar soon so that you are aware of the dates for each test.  Thank you all for being such supportive 
parents.  We appreciate you! 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Dardis 

  

 

Principal’s Corner 

3725 Cleveland Heights Blvd 

Lakeland, FL  33803 

863-648-3510 
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Important 

Upcoming Events 

 January 6 - All 

Pro Dad’s 6:30 am 

 January 13 - No 

School - Teacher 

Work Day 

 January 16 - No 

School - MLK 

Holiday 

 January 17 - 

Tuesday Night 

Live 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 January 25 -  

Early Release Day 

- Pick up is at 

12:30 

 January 26 - 

Report Cards go 

home 

 January 27 - PBS 

Celebration - 

S'mores and More 

 



Beginning With the End in Mind: The 

Great American Teach-In gave the 

kindergarten students an opportunity to 

think about the future and set some 

goals.  Mr. Rogers, from MIDFLORIDA, 

came and read a wonderful story to our 

classes.  Every student received a free 

book to read at home.  Deputy Smith 

spoke to all of the kindergarten classes as 

well.  The students enjoyed learning 

about how law enforcement officers serve 

and protect the community.  Thank you 

to our guest speakers that visited 

individual classrooms to share about your 

careers.  It was a special day.    

Scholars Synergize: The students like to 

share what they know and have learned.  

Partners synergize and take turns 

talking about the skills being taught in 

the classroom.  After the partners share with 

each other, students can be selected to tell 

the class what they discussed.  It is a great 

way for every student to participate and 

learn.     

 

Kindergartners Think Win-Win:  

Mrs. Coy is our school guidance counselor.  

She read the book How Full Is Your Bucket? 

For Kids, written by Tom Rath and Mary 

Reckmeyer.  The students learned that 

everyone has an invisible bucket.  When the 

bucket is empty, we may feel upset or sad.  

When the bucket is full, we feel positive and 

happy.  Thinking about Win-Win helps 

students remember to say and do kind 

things to fill each other’s invisible buckets.  

be conducting a group research project 

on the phases of the moon and Earth’s 

forces.  Student groups will create a 

visual representation to show and 

explain the phases of the moon.  In 

addition, students will be performing 

the play, I’ll Be the Dragon. 

   

         

Students pictured are working on a 

force and motion experiment. 

Second grade has a lot of exciting events 

coming up this month.  To start, we will 

be going on a field trip to Legoland 

January 12th.  The field trip will be filled 

with hands on learning experiences and 

sure to be a ton of fun. 

 

Science will be a continuous discovery 

with hands-on learning focused on forces 

and changes in motion.  In Math, 

students are challenged using our 5E 

process and are learning many different 

strategies to add, subtract and to 

determine an unknown whole number in 

an equation.  In Reading, 2nd grade will 
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us do addition and subtraction.  Most 

recently we have focused on related facts.  

Please continue to practice both addition 

and subtraction facts by using flash cards 

at home.  This will help the students as 

they progress with their math skills.   

Science is one of our students’ favorite 

subjects.  We are excited to be learning 

about Earth both in space and time.  

There are some fun learning activities 

planned in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students completing a hands on 

math activity. 

 We have been busy in first grade!  We 

are continuing to work on our reading 

skills daily with our high frequency 

words, fluency and comprehension.  The 

skills we are learning are helping us 

with our comprehension.  In our journals 

we are summarizing the fictional stories 

we read using descriptions of the 

characters, setting and important 

events.  When we read nonfiction, our 

focus is on the main topic and details we 

learned from the text.  In Math, we are 

learning many strategies that can help 
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Students learning from our Great 

American Teach In visitors. 



On November 28th, 2016 the Rotary 

Club came to donate a dictionary to 

every third grade student at CPE. 

Students learned the importance of 

dictionaries and correct spelling. 

Research has shown that the ability 

to spell correctly directly affects the 

students’ ability to read and write. 

Catherine Snow and other 

researchers (Knowledge to Support 

the Teaching of Reading: Preparing 

Teachers for a Changing World) 

summarize the real importance of 

spelling for reading as follows: 

“Spelling and reading build and rely 

on the same mental representation of 

a word. Knowing the spelling of a 

word makes the representation of it 

sturdy and accessible for fluent 

reading.” Writers who must think too 

hard about how to spell use up 

valuable cognitive resources needed 

for higher level aspects of composition 

(Singer and Bashir, 2004). Even more 

than reading, writing is a mental 

juggling act that depends on 

automatic deployment of basic skills 

such as handwriting, spelling, 

grammar, and punctuation so that the 

writer can keep track of such concerns 

as topic, organization, word choice, 

and audience needs. Poor spellers may 

restrict what they write to words they 

can spell, with inevitable loss of 

verbal power, or they may lose track 

of their thoughts when they get stuck 

trying to spell a word (Louisa C. 

Moats, How Spelling Supports 

Reading And Why It Is More Regular 

and Predictable Than You May 

Think.)  

THANK YOU ROTARY CLUB!  

Students standing by 

the cans that were 

collected to help oth-

ers in need. 

 

 

 

Students              

participating in a 

science experiment 

involving chemical 

reactions. 

Our fifth grade students are gearing 

up for the upcoming FSA test! The 

first test the students will take will be 

FSA Writing, with Reading, Math and 

Science to come in late spring! Please 

make sure your child is reading and 

completing their homework daily to 

ensure that they are successful.  

Additionally, please help our school 

have a successful Teddy Bear Round-

Up this year. Please let your student 

bring in one new teddy bear to donate 

to the community for Valentine’s Day. 

 

Fourth grade students playing on  

Kahoot.it. 
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February 28th!  We are working as a 

grade level to make sure that every 

student is prepared.  All of fourth grade 

has been meeting together in the 

cafeteria to review the writing 

expectations.  The group has been led by 

Mrs. Baker with assistance from Mrs. 

McCloy, Mrs. Passarella, Miss 

McWright, Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Maslyn 

and Mrs. Freeman.  We will continue to 

incorporate writing into all subject 

areas.   

In the reading classrooms, we are 

learning how authors provide reasons, 

examples, and evidence to support their 
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points and ideas.  We will learn how to 

identify these reasons and the different 

ways that authors use evidence and 

examples in informative text.  This 

knowledge will help the students begin 

to use reasons, examples, and evidence 

in their own writing 

Math 

Fractions, fractions, fractions! We love 

fractions! 4th grade is well into fractions 

and they will continue this 

month.  Students are working on 

fraction equivalence and 

comparison with various tools as well as 

adding and subtracting fractions. 

Our fourth graders have fallen in love 

with Kahoot.it!  It is an awesome 

website that allows teachers to create 

online quizzes on any topic.  Then, 

working in teams or individually, the 

students compete for the best score.  

One of our classes even chose to play 

multiplication Kahoot instead of going 

outside for recess.  It is THAT fun!  

Don’t forget to ask them about their 

favorite GoNoodle game, too. 

Reading and Writing 

We are in the final countdown to 

Writing FSA.  The test will take place 

Fourth Grade News – Class of 2025 
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 Focus on Writing Resources: After learning to read, becoming a strong writer is 

probably the most important skill your child will develop in school. Writing is important 

because it improves communication skills, requires creative thinking and synthesis. Writing is 

necessary for both school and work as it helps express ideas, beliefs and personality.   

 

Quill  
https://www.quill.org/  

154 activities from 42 Common Core Language standards made into purposeful activities to 

help students with grammar, sentence structure and language usage.   

 

Time 4 Writing 
http://www.time4writing.com/free-writing-resources/  

In addition to 8-week online writing courses, Time4Writing provides free writing resources to 

help parents and educators teach writing more effectively.  The writing resources are organized 

into seven main categories. Each category includes a selection of fun writing games, 

instructional videos, printable writing worksheets and other writing tools that are topic specific 

and related to each category. 

 

Grammar Gorillas      

http://www.funbrain.com/grammar 
This is a fun interactive sites for students to polish up on their 

grammar skills. Students will play games with the Grammar 

Gorillas. Our friends, the Grammar Gorillas, need help identifying 

parts of speech. If you click on the right word in the sentence, our 

friends get a banana. And you know, a gorilla with a banana is a 

gorilla with appeal. Fabulous site for teaching the primary grades 

and reteaching the intermediate grades. 
 

Grammar Quizzes On-line   

http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm 
This page has an extensive library of quizzes for students to take. There are 170 different 

grammar quizzes. This is a great place for parents and students to go for extra practice! 

 

Brain Pop Grammar 
https://www.brainpop.com/english/grammar/  

Brain Pop is another wonderful website that offers grammar lessons and activities to help 

students polish their grammar skills. The content is neatly organized into separate categories 

with an easy navigation layout. 

 

Literacy Corner 
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Parent Information Center               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Music 
 

 

Kindergarten will continue to respond to the steady beat and the way a melody in music moves with singing, 

movement, playing classroom instruments, and interactive listening games.  They will learn to classify instruments as 

pitched or unpitched.   

 

1st Grade will be learning how to read and respond to simple melodic and rhythm icons.  

  

2nd Grade is learning to describe the sounds they hear in a melody and sing from traditional melodic notation.  

 

3rd Graders have earned their first recorder string for playing, with mastery, the song “Hot Cross Buns”!  They will 

continue to learn new songs in the coming weeks now that they understand how to read notation and play with proper 

technique.  3rd Grade students will also be learning to classify the instruments that they see and hear.   

 

4th and 5th Grade classes are also learning to play the recorder.  They will be learning to create their own music. The 4th 

and 5th Grade Chorus will prepare a video audition to sing at Disney World.  Chorus is open for new members for the 

Spring semester.  If your child is interested, please have them see me for more information and a chorus contract.   
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TITLE I PARENT & FAMILY 

RESOURCE CENTERS 

Located on the campus of     

Combee Elem., Garner Elem,  

Sleepy Hill Elem,, Frostproof 

Elem, and Mulberry Middle  

Our District Parent       

Involvement Plan (PIP) 

and our School Parent              

Involvement Plan (PIP) 

are both available on our 

school’s website.  You may 

access both of them at 

http://carltonpalmore.polk-

fl.net/. 
Centers are open when school is open for   

students. Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 

 Elemenary Sites are open 7:30 AM to 3:00 

PM 

 Middle School Site is open 8:00 AM to 

3:30 PM 

Florida Department of Education unveiled a new website that will help Florida families make critical 

education decisions by enabling them to access school and district-level data and will better inform 

families about the state’s college and career ready standards and the quality of learning taking place 

in their students’ classrooms.  The website is live at www.FloridaStudentsAchieve.org. 



Lakeland Electric Calendar Contest winners, Misael Diaz-Torres 

and Kenneth Alicea. 

 

 

Art     7 HABITS SPOTLIGHT 
Students will earn a patriot stamp, if they have made great  

choices and have followed our 7 Habits each day. At the 

end of each month, students will be rewarded for getting 

the patriot stamps in their agendas. We will celebrate the 

students’ positive behavior efforts with S'mores and More 

on January 27th.   Watch for those patriot stamps!  Check 

your child’s agenda daily! 

 

 

Student Leaders of the Month 
These students have exhibited the Seven Habits! 

Pre-K 

Frisby—Delmarri Haynes 

Hamilton—Corbin Green 

McKeigue—Johnny Albert 

Kindergarten 

Germosen—Emma Arias 

Kurtz— Addyson Donaway 

Pierce—A’Lasija Crayton 

Smith— Couri’Una Dupree 

1st Grade 

Cooper—Carolina Romero-Alvarez 

Isaac—Trinity Banda 

Lockhart—Jaquan Williams 

Leitz—Kiahni Edmond 

Rogers—Leah Conner 

2nd Grade 

Hollingsworth– Geyshard Sanon 

Maldonado– Rafael Pabon 

Rivera– Kyla McKeigue 

Watler– Clara Harris 

3rd Grade 

Goddard—Yalin Lockett 

Leskis—Hunter Hamel 

McHaffie—Erin Medina 

Meyer –Carolina Hernandez-Rivera 

Miller— Jncarlos Rosario-Diaz 

Paye—Emma Hoyt 

4th Grade 

Johns-Michael Pobon 

McCloy—Elizabeth Crabtree 

McWright—Niah Erkkila 

Passarella— Jayden Haisley 

5th Grade 

Grant—Roneisi Holguin 

McClain—Joseph Bradshaw 

Whitehead—Martell Thomas 

                           

We have been very busy and productive in ART class!  This nine 

weeks students will be focusing on the Art Elements: Color, Value 

and Texture. 

 

Kids Tag Art 

Our fifth grade students participated in the Polk County Kids Tag 

Art project where they had the opportunity to design license 

plates.  The plates are now online to view and purchase at 

www.polktaxes.com.   Anyone can purchase a Kids Tag Art plate 

by going to the website, following the Kids Tag Art prompts (Look 

for Polkie the Pug) and selecting this school year as well as 

Carlton Palmore.  All proceeds from the tags come back to support 

out ART program. 

Two of our students received awards of distinction.  

Congratulations to Adelyn Earl and Arian Koper for this honor!    

Lakeland Electric Calendar Contest 

Earlier this fall a contest flyer went home with all students for 

the annual Lakeland Electric Calendar Contest.  This year’s 

theme was How we can save electricity in our homes.  Two Carlton 

Palmore students were awarded for their outstanding artwork: 

Misael Diaz-Torres and Kenneth Alicea.  Misael and Kenneth’s 

artwork will be displayed in the 2017 Lakeland Electric Calendar.  

They were also awarded $100 each!  Awesome! 

Polk Museum of Art: Learning to be Me   

The Polk Museum of Art sponsors a show each year featuring 

artwork created by Kindergarten, First and Second Grade 

students.  Carlton Palmore had two students’ artwork chosen to 

be on display at this show.  Congratulations to Sofia Arroyo and 

Sean Johnson!  Their artwork will be on display at the museum in 

the student gallery until December 11.  Sean’s artwork was 

selected to receive the Polk County School Board’s Purchase 

Award!  He received his first check as a paid artist! 

 I am so very proud of all of our students and their awesome 

artwork! 

 

Sofia Arroyo’s artwork. 

 

 

  
Arian Koper’s tag art.    

    

 
Adelyn Earl’s tag art.           

    

    

   

 

 

Polk Museum of Art 

Purchase Award 

winner, Sean 

Johnson.        
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