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Dear Proud Patriots, 

 

First, I want to thank all of the parents, students and staff that participated in our first 

Carlton Palmore Elementary Camping Night!  What a wonderful turn out and a great time 

for all!  We made life long memories that evening, from our science bubbles to our family 

relay races, not to mention the cooler weather….brrrrr!  We hope to see those that were not 

able to attend this year at our next camping night!  

With that being said, I cannot believe it is already time for the holidays! November and   

December are exciting months of the year for most of our students.  It is the holiday season 

and it is a fitting time to teach our students to be thankful and show them the value of   

generosity and kindness. This is also the time of year that we have more days out of school 

than any other time. Parents, let us use this time to bond more with our children and to 

continue helping our children in their learning. As you already know, we have had a shift in 

Florida State Standards over the past few years and they are more rigorous than the prior 

standards.  As it is, the standards are more challenging particularly in the areas of      

mathematics and language Arts. There are a lot of fun ways that we can teach our children 

the literacy skills that they need to acquire and master. We can read with our children; we 

can use number and measurements when we prepare ingredients to cook our favorite 

dish.  There are many online resources that families can tap into during the holidays, please 

visit our web-page.  Your child may check out books from the Carlton Palmore Media Center 

to read over the holiday breaks.  Encourage your children to practice writing “Thank-you” 

notes to their family members and friends or to keep a journal and write what they are 

grateful for each day. Again, the best way to teach our children is by example. We need to 

continue nurturing and sharpening their brains in order to be ready when they come back 

to school after the holidays. I always tell the students, “Don’t let the cobwebs build up in 

your brains during breaks, keep learning and thinking. Continue to sharpen your skills, 

that is what leaders do.” We appreciate and thank you for your continued support in all our 

endeavors to ensure your child’s academic success.  

 

Happy Holidays to one and all! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Dardis 

  

Principal’s Corner 

3725 Cleveland Heights Blvd 

Lakeland, FL  33803 

863-648-3510 
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November/December 2016 

Important Upcoming Events 

 November 1 - Report Cards go 

home 

 November 4 - All Pro Dads at 

Village Inn - 6:30 am 

 November 4 - Kiwanis Ice 

Cream Social - Honor Roll 

Students 

 November 10 - Veteran’s Day 

Program -  8:30 - 9:15 am 

 November 10 -  2nd Grade Field 

Trip 

 November 11 - No School 

 November 15 - Tuesday Night 

Live  6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 November 16 - Early Release 

Day - Pick up is at 12:30  

 November 17 - SAC Meeting - 

8:30 am 

 November 17 - Great American 

Teach In 

 November 18 - PBS Celebration  

Free Dress and Freezie 

 November 21-25 - No School, 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

 December 1 - 3rd Grade Field 

Trip 

 December 2 - All Pro Dads at 

Village Inn - 6:30 am 

 December 16 - PBS Celebration 

- PJ’s and Peppermint 

 December 19 - January 2—No 

School; - Holiday Break 

 



Readers are Leaders:  

We have been learning how to ask and 

answer questions about the key details 

in a text.  We use the key details to 

identify the main idea of our stories.  It 

is important to know how to identify 

the main idea of a text.  The main idea 

is what the story is mostly about.  

When you read a book with your child 

at home, take time to identify the main 

idea of the story. 

Scholars Synergize: Math is fun with 

friends!  The students have enjoyed 

sharing manipulatives and working 

together to compare numbers.  They 

have been learning how to identify if 

the group is “greater than,” “less than,” 

or if the groups are “equal to” each other. 

Products Proactive:  

The kindergarten students use a rubric 

when they are writing.  The rubric covers: 

using a graphic organizer, labeling 

pictures, starting sentences with a capital 

letter, finger spacing between words, 

ending sentences with punctuation, 

making sure the illustration matches the 

sentences, and rereading the sentences.  

This rubric aligns with the Kindergarten 

Summary Point Writing Rubric.     

continuous discovery with hands-on 

learning focused on forces and changes 

in motion. In Math, students are 

challenged using our 5E process and are 

really learning to think for themselves 

to solve real world problems. In 

Reading, our students will be 

conducting a group research project on 

animals and their habitats. Student 

groups will explore which animals share 

habitats and then create a diorama to 

show the variety of animals living in one 

environment. In addition, students will 

be performing the play The Secret Song. 

 

Second grade has a lot of exciting events 

coming up this month!  To start, we will 

be hosting a Tuesday Night event on 

November 15th from  6-7:30 p.m. All 2nd 

grade students and their families are 

invited.  

We will also be attending a play at 

Branscomb Auditorium at Florida 

Southern College on November 

10th.  Students will be highly entertained 

as they are thrown into a live action 

story.  

The learning never stops in second grade 

as students will continuously grow and 

expand their minds. Science will include 

Students 

planned and 

created 

tents for our 

Family 

Camping 

Night. 
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home.  In Math we are continuing to 

work on addition and subtraction 

strategies. A great thing to work on at 

home is math fact fluency for addition 

and subtraction. Science is one of our 

favorite subjects!  We have learned about 

being a scientist and all about 

matter.  Ask your child about the 

amazing science activities we have been 

doing in class. We have also started to 

learn about motion and the way objects 

move.  Please continue to read and sign 

your child’s agenda daily. Thank you for 

all of your support!  We appreciate it!! 

  

The students are participating in 

science activities in class. 

Wow, we have finished the first nine 

weeks of school! 

Our daily focus is on the 7 Habits and 

becoming a leader at Carlton Palmore as 

well as in our community.  In Language 

Arts we have been working on 

identifying key details in a story and 

learning how to write a narrative 

story.  We are also working on retelling a 

story we have read in class including 

characters, naming the setting, and the 

events. Be sure to read every day and 

maybe even begin a daily journal at 
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The students in the picture above are conducting 

a science experiment using the five senses. 



We are continuing to work hard on using our math 

and reading strategies we are learning at school. 

Here are a few ways you can support your child at 

home:  

Telling Time 

Make sure you have at least one ANALOG clock in 

your home - a clock with hands. Out of the blue, 

every now and then, ask your child what time it is. 

For now, stick with 5 minute intervals. You may 

even say, “Look at the clock. What time is it? What 

time will it be 15 minutes from now?”  

Real World Math 

Make Math a part of every day. At breakfast, say, 

“You had three slices of bacon and your brother 

had four slices. How many is that in all?” or “You 

have 18 more Cheerios in your bowl. If you eat 7 of 

them, how many will be left?” or “There are fifteen 

toys on the floor. If your brother picks up six of 

them, how many do you have to pick up?” While 

you’re driving, call out simple addition and 

subtraction facts and have your child answer them. 

You can even make it a word problem: “We’ve gone 

through four traffic lights so far and we have three 

more until we’re home. How many traffic lights is 

that in all?” Also, have your child make equal 

groups or an array with their afternoon snack and 

tell you the related multiplication fact.  

Counting Money 

Count money all the time! Counting money is 

something that we use every day in real life! Reach 

into your pocket and pull out your change. Hand it 

to your child and have them count it. Every now 

and then, have a few coins on the dinner table by 

your child’s plate and have them count it. Be sure to 

include quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies. Have 

a certain amount of money and tell your child that if 

she gets the amount right, that’s the number of 

minutes she can have for “screen time” - t.v., 

computer, iPod, or video game. 

Word-solving 

When an error is made WAIT to give your child a 

chance to work on it independently. When you are 

certain they are going to keep going, stop them 

saying something like, “Try that again.” 

Comprehension 

Ask questions that invite your child to think and 

support his or her answers. You can ask things like, 

“Why do you think ____ happened?” or “What do you 

think ____ means?” or “Where in the text can you 

locate this evidence?” Urge your child to re-read to 

build comprehension as needed. 

Fluency 

Model expressive reading and have your child echo 

read. Encourage just-right pacing (not too fast, not 

too slow). Demonstrate how to attend to the 

punctuation (pausing at the end of sentences, 

adding expression based on the punctuation mark).  

solutions, and different forms of 

energy. In Math, we will continue 

exploring and investigating the 

similarities and differences using 

fractions in the real world. Topics 

include: adding and subtracting 

unlike denominators, multiplying and 

scaling, and dividing fractions. 

Furthermore, in Reading, we have 

enjoyed the reading projects and are 

looking forward to the ones that will 

be submitted in the upcoming months.  

For the month of November we will be 

focused on theme, summarization, 

personification and homographs. 

Additionally, during writing, we will 

Fifth grade scientists have been 

having a great time using scientific 

tools to investigate new concepts. 

First, we engage them in learning 

through many modalities including 

kinesthetic, auditory and visual 

learning. If you haven’t heard your 

child sing our “Scientific Method 

Song” or “Matter Song”, please ask 

them to demonstrate it for you! Then 

we allow students to explore using 

hands on manipulatives and scientific 

text. Next, students write to explain 

or draw diagrams to make 

connections. Topics this month  

include: matter, mixtures and 

focus on opinion essays to ensure we 

are fully prepared for the writing test 

in the spring!  Please encourage your 

child to read Accelerated Reader (AR) 

books at home and check in with them 

often about their progress towards 

their semester goals!  

In the picture:   

Adelynn Earl 

presents her book 

project to her 

class.  Way to be 

creative Adelynn! 

Third Grade News – Class of 2026 

In science, we have continued the unit 

on matter. That unit included the 

properties of matter and physical and 

chemical changes of matter. They 

focused heavily on comparing and 

contrasting physical and chemical 

changes.  Later in the month, things 

started to heat up as they began the 

Forms of Energy unit. Watch out! You 

will definitely see some sparks! 

Our math classes are reviewing multi – 

digit multiplication and multi- step 

word problems.  In the coming weeks 

they will move on to multi- digit 

division.  Each class will be working on 

Fifth Grade News – Class of 2024 

math facts.  As students move through 

multiplication (0s-12s) they will move 

on to division (0s-12s).  Our goal is to 

have all fourth graders fluent in all 

multiplication and division facts by the 

end of the year!  We can do it!!                      

Pictured above:  

Kids showing off their crazy socks and 

working on a 3-ACT task in math. 

Our fourth graders are doing amazing 

things at school each day!  We are 

reading, writing, experimenting, and 

multiplying.  We are leaders, learners, 

and friends!  Our days are full of 

journals, books, problems, and 

answers.  Thank you for sharing your 

awesome children with us each day. 

This month in Reading we are focusing 

on theme and main idea.  We will 

reinforce these standards with a 

research project on Native Floridian 

tribes at the end of the month.   
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On October 5, our students 

watched the Lighthouse Council’s 

Candidate speeches.  After the 

speeches, each child had the 

opportunity to vote for their 

choice for President and Vice 

President.  The 2016-2017 

winners are:  President - Martell 

Thomas and Vice President - Paul 

N’Cho.  Congratulations to both!  

We know that you will do a 

fantastic job representing the 

student body at Carlton Palmore. 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2016 - 2017 

Teacher of the Year and School 

Related Employee of the Year.  Each 

of these ladies have gone above and 

beyond and are both deserving of 

this honor.   

Our Teacher of the Year is Kimberly 

Rivera and our School Related 

Employee of the Year is Darlene 

Czerwinski. 

 

           

Exciting News 

for extension activities when 

learning about different regions of 

the world. 

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

Thank you parents and students who attended the FSA Information Night.  We had a good turn out and provided 

valuable information to families and students.  If you were unable to attend we will be hosting another informational 

session closer to FSA testing time.   

Reading to children has been repeatedly shown to improve their reading, writing and communication skills, logical 

thinking, concentration and general academic aptitude, as well as inspire a love of reading.                                      

Some helpful literature resources: 

 

 Lit2Go is a free online collection of stories and poems. Many can be downloaded as PDF and have the 

accompanying audio file. http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/ 

 

 Storyline Online is a free online collection of books read aloud by actors.  Each story comes with a free activity as 

well.  Simply click on a book  of choice, listen and follow along:  http://www.storylineonline.net  

 

 World Book is an online resource similar to an encyclopedia.  Students can research different topics without the 

worry of inappropriate links.  Work Book Online allows kids to explore and read articles on topics they are 

currently learning about or just interested in.  http://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/Home  

 

 Rewordify simplifies and explains difficult English words. Paste in sentences, paragraphs, whole chapters or web 

addresses into the yellow box at the top of the page. The rewordified words are highlighted. Click them to hear the 

original word. Using the Settings options, students select the desired display mode. Check out the “Print and 

Learn Activities” option. http://rewordify.com/  

 

 Similar to Storyline Online, Read to Me features popular children’s books being read by famous performers.  There 

are activity guides with hands-on ideas, discussion questions, and lesson plans that can easily be adapted to the 

Common Core State Standards.  Entirely free, the site is colorful and engaging. http://readtomelv.com   

 

 Discover books from around the world at the International Children’s Digital Library.  The free site does not read 

the books aloud, but students can read them independently during Read to Self or free time.  This is a great site 

Literacy Corner 
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3rd Grade students are making coke 

floats in class as part of an              

experiment. 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade students participating in a 

science activity in class. 

Some of our students dressed in their 

favorite team shirts/jerseys for our 

PBS Team Jersey Day. 

Parent Information Center               

 

  

 

 

 

The HEARTH Project and Polk County Public Schools are dedicated to assisting homeless and in-transition 

families and children by eliminating barriers to school enrollment, attendance, stability, and overall academic 

success. We work to ensure that children experiencing homelessness have the same opportunities for educational 

success as housed students in Polk County.  

 

If you or your family has any needs, please contact Mrs. Coy our Hearth Liaison/School Counselor at 863-648-3510. 
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TITLE I PARENT & FAMILY 

RESOURCE CENTERS 

Located on the campus of     

Combee Elem., Garner Elem,  

Sleepy Hill Elem,, Frostproof 

Elem, and Mulberry Middle  

Our District Parent       

Involvement Plan (PIP) 

and our School Parent              

Involvement Plan (PIP) 

are both available on our 

school’s website.  You may 

access both of them at 

http://carltonpalmore.polk-

fl.net/. 
Centers are open when school is open for   

students. Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 

 Elemenary Sites are open 7:30 AM to 3:00 

PM 

 Middle School Site is open 8:00 AM to 

3:30 PM 



 

 

 

Music      7 HABITS SPOTLIGHT 
Students will earn a patriot stamp, if they have made great  

choices and have followed our 7 Habits each day. At the 

end of each month, students will be rewarded for getting 

the patriot stamps in their agendas. We will celebrate the 

students’ positive behavior efforts with Free Dress and 

Freezie Day on November 18th and Peppermint and PJ’s 

on December 16th.   Watch for those 

patriot stamps!  Check your child’s 

agenda daily! 

 

 

Student Leaders of the Month 
These students have exhibited the Seven Habits! 

Pre-K 

Frisby—Alex  Perez and Daeven Mills 

Ingraham—Alexandra Peterson and Claire Maslyn 

McKeigue—Anderson Roberts and Garrett Graddy 

Kindergarten 

Kroon—Danielle Whipple and Elijah Lopez 

Kurtz— Joseph Taylor and Leylani Santos 

Pierce—Elizabeth Medina-Menes and Anslee Johnson 

Smith— Scott Daye and Janahla Bennett 

1st Grade 

Cooper—Alarris Owens 

Isaac—Brynne Smith and Mikail Mathews 

Johns—Rachael Medina 

Lockhart—Oniyah Lang and Sophia Isbell 

McHaffie—Kevin Ortiz 

Nunez—Za’Niyah Dawson and Camden Richardville 

Rogers—Bradley Roberts and Cooper Gilds 

2nd Grade 

Hollingsworth– Elizabeth Mejia Caballero and 

Jakari Rodman 

Johns - Ke’Shon Davis 

Maldonado– Jaden Platon and Mariah Rivera 

Rivera– Abigail Whipple and Emilee Shiver 

Watler– Nevaeh Dawson and Serenity Miller 

3rd Grade 

Cooper—Lexi Glanton 

Goddard—Trinity Blakely and Rapheal Griffin 

Leskis—Caelyn Jolin and Brandon Morrison 

Meyer –Emilee Pujol and Jason Aleman 

Miller— Jordan Jenkins and Paola Ruiz-Countin 

Paye—Peige Cox and David Guevara 

4th Grade 

McCloy—Christian Boffil and Shatoria Epps 

McHaffie– Christopher  Faulkner 

McWright—Christina Williams and Josiah Rivers 

Passarella— Paul N’Cho and Carter Maslyn 

5th Grade 

Grant—Ashlee Mullins and Aspen Ingram 

McClain—Joseph McGill and Jahidul Islam 

Schreck—Austin Eisenhour and Evelyn Mansker 

 

Students and Parents…be sure to check out 

QUAVER’S MARVELOUS WORLD OF 

MUSIC on your computer!  Your student can 

continue to learn and practice musical skills at 

home!  The Quaver website has a kids section 

full of fun music games and learning 

opportunities!   

All you need to do is follow these easy steps: 

Go to www.quavermusic.com 

Sign up to create a FREE account (requires 

a parent’s email address).  Create your 

own user password and you’re 

in!    Students will not need a special 

code. 

Explore Quaver’s music shop, play games, 

and compose your own music! 

 

Primary Music Classes, K – 2nd Grades 

Students in the primary grades will be learning 

strategies to memorize songs.  They put these 

skills to good use as they prepare for their 

Holiday Program on Dec. 13th.  Look for more 

details and a permission form to come home 

this month!  

 

Intermediate Music Classes, 3rd -5th 

Grades 

All 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students are 

learning to read and notate music with their 

recorders.  They will be studying works of 

music by famous composers and learning to 

recognize the musical elements as well as 

cultures from around the world and different 

time periods.    

 

Chorus 

Our Singing Patriots are preparing for their 

holiday programs at school and in the 

community.   Chorus parents, please remember 

to pick-up your chorus members from the front 

of the school at 4:15 p.m. on Thursdays.  
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