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Polk County
Public Schools
Our Mission:

To provide a
high quality
education for
all students.

For more information about
Federal programs and Title I
parent involvement please
visit www.polk-fl.net

Important dates:



Early Release-January 25
Teacher Workday-January 13
Student Holiday-January 16 &
February 20
Report Cards-January 26

District and School-based Title I Parent and Family Engagement Programs
in Polk County will strive to BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
that create real family engagement
for every child, every family, every teacher, every day.

Title I Parent and Family Resource Centers
@ Combee
Elementary

@ Frostproof
Elementary

@ Sleepy Hill
Elementary

@ Garner
Elementary

@ Mulberry
Middle

2805 Morgan Combee Rd
Lakeland, FL
( 863) 668-3035

118 W. 3rd Street,
Frostproof, FL
(863) 635-8600

2285 Sleepy Hill Rd
Lakeland, FL
(863) 815-6787

2500 Havendale
Blvd NW
Winter Haven, FL
(863) 965-5488

500 Martin Luther
King Ave
Mulberry, FL
(863) 425-9288

Hours the centers are open:
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
7:30-3:00 for a center on an elementary campus
8:00-3:30 for Mulberry Middle

For more information please call or visit one of the parent center s
Monthly calendars of events can be found on www.polk-fl.net
or

Tuesday and Thursday
10:30– 6:00 pm or 12:30-8:00 if there is an evening class

Parent Center Website
www.polk-fl.net /parents/involvement/pirc.htm
Parent University Website
www.polk-fl.net /parents/involvement/plug.htm

Homework Help

AGAPE
Mobile Food
Pantry

Help with homework is offered
every Tuesday and Thursday
from 3:00-6:00 pm.
for elementary and middle school students.
The help is provided by high school honor
students or adult volunteers.
Please call the center to sign up for the
homework help.

Food for 200+
families
Please check out
website for dates
and locations
OR
Visit the catholic
Charities of
Central Florida
website.

Please stop by one of the
parent centers for
a cup of coffee
and some conversation!
Held on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month
from 8:00 am to 9:00 am

Title I—Books Bridge Buses
Books Bridge Bus
During the months of December and January students, teachers, and
families are learning about STEAM which is defined as: Science &
Technology, interpreted through Engineering & the Arts, all based in
Mathematical elements. Students are also learning about the STEAM
process and how it relates to literacy in Folktales. After reading The
Three Little Pigs, students were allowed to work with their fellow
classmates in design centers to apply all of the elements in STEAM.
S: Science is what exists naturally & how it is effected
T: Technology is what is human made
E: Engineering is Research & Development in Design & Inventions
A: Arts include the knowledge of language, physical, social, and fine art
M: Math is the study of numbers, symbolic relationships, patterns,
shapes, & reasoning
Students are busy working in designs centers on the Books Bridge Bus
and are learning to use their creativity skills to build bridges, homes,
planes, etc. and other items they collaborate with their classmates.
The Books Bridge Buses recently visited the Family Migrants nights at
Wahneta Elementary, Frostproof Middle Senior, and Ft. Meade Middle
Senior. Hundreds of students and parents came aboard the bus to
self-select pleasure reading material to build at home library collections.

For more information about this program,
or to recommend your school be added to our waiting
list for regular visits, please contact
Lindsay Persohn, Sr. Coordinator,
Library Media Services at
lindsay.persohn@polk-fl.net
or 863-647-4714.

In December
the Books
Bridge
Buses staff
gave the gift
of reading
and
supported
literacy at
home with
parents by
helping them
select a book
for their child
and then
wrapping it
for them.

Questions to ask at a
Parent Teacher Conference
1.

Let the teacher know of anything important that is going on at home?

2.

Ask how your child is doing socially? Emotionally? Does he/she have friends?

When reading with
young children
ask them questions
about the story.

Get along with others?
3.

What areas does my child need improvement? Strengths/Weaknesses?
Where does my child need extra help? Where can he/she get extra help?

4.

Ask about the curriculum and state assessments.
What impact do these test have on your child? What do the results mean?

5.

Does my child complete his/her schoolwork? Homework?

6.

Discuss discipline? What are the procedures and policies?

7.

Ask about organization skills? Time on task, daydreaming,. Where does your
child sit? Can he/she see the chalkboard, ask questions, participate?

8.

If your child has an IEP be familiar with his/her IEP? What accommodations
are being made for my child? What is the school’s process for dealing with
his/her special needs?

Reading Strategies—ASK YOURSELF….
1. Questioning-Ask yourself questions about things that confuse you when reading.
2. Connecting-Ask yourself if what you are reading relates to your life.
Make a personal connection to the text is TEXT to SELF!
Make is relevant to what is happening in the world is TEXT to WORLD!
3. Predicting-stop occasionally and guess what might happen next in the story. What is
the theme of the story?
4. Reviewing-stop reading occasionally to determine what you know, what you think you
know, and what has changed.
5. Evaluating-think/judge what you are reading; do you like the author’s style, is there a
part that is hard to understand? Easy to understand?
6. Visualizing-Can you create a mental picture the story in your head? What do you
see? Imagine?
7. Inferring-What do you think the characters are thinking?

PARTS of a STORY!
There are three main parts of a story that hold a readers interest.
1.
2.
3.

The characters—people, animals or imaginary creatures.
The setting—where does the story take place?
The plot—What is the problem is what happens or goes wrong and the solution is how it is fixed.
What is the story about?

The author is who is writing the words of the story.
The illustrator is the person who is drawing the pictures.
A simple way to retell the story….What happens First? Next? Last?

February 14 is Valentine’s Day!

February is Heart Month! Visit: www.hearth.org

Here are some simple and FREE
ways to show your child that you
love them!
February 3, 2017 is National Wear Red for Women! This
is to bring awareness to heart disease and strokes which
is the cause of 1 in 3 deaths of women, every month,
each year, killing approximately one women every 80
seconds. Fortunately, we have the power to change that
because 80 percent of cardiac and stroke events may be
prevented with education and action.

























Spend time with them.
Tell them that you love them.
Hug and kiss them.
Establish family rituals and traditions.
Encourage them often-praise them!
Pay attention to them when they are
talking to you. Really listen to them.
Tell them you trust them and build trust
with them.
See them as people and not objects.
Love them for who they are.. Tell them
what makes them unique
Never compare them with a sibling.
Leave them notes in unexpected places.
If you are wrong -say you are sorry.
Don’t talk negative about them but rather
brag and point out the positive strengths
about them.
Laugh together...find joy in the simple
things
Share yourself with your children. Play
with them.
Display their artwork, report card, and/or
photos and school pictures.
Volunteer for a cause and involve your
children to volunteer with you.
High five them often. Smile and wink at
them. Establish your special signal.
Be your child’s biggest fan-even when
they make mistakes.
Don’t be afraid to say no or to discipline
your child...this is love.
Don’t hold a grudge and never without
affections as a punishment
Encourage their dreams and goals.

The American Hearth Associations
Life’s Simple 7 for Kids

1. Avoid smoking and using tobacco
2. Be physically active every day-Walk Run
and Play
3. Eat a heart healthy diet
4. Keep a healthy weight
5. Keep your blood pressure healthy
6. Learn about cholesterol
7. Learn about blood sugar and diabetes
For more information visit:
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/HealthyLiving/HealthyKids

This November, over 600 current students in 8th grade had the opportunity to attend informational and recognition events, sponsored by the Polk County School Board Office
of Acceleration and Innovation and Polk State College. The events were attended by
567 people.
During the events students received information about A ccelerated Programs in High
School, listened to a guest speaker, and were recognized for scoring at or above
proficiency in both areas on their 7th grade Florida Standards Assessment (English and
Mathematics). Students were reminded that the deadline for the Open Enrollment
period to apply for Choice Progr ams, such as the Inter national Baccalaureate and
Cambridge AICE programs, and Polk Academies is January 9th through the website
www.PolkEdOptions.com.
For more information on Accelerated Programs in Polk County Public Schools parents
and students can go to www.polk-fl.net and enter keyword Accelerated Programs.
Additional questions can be directed to John Miller at john.milleriii@polk-fl.net.
Congratulations to all students and best wishes as you prepare to transition to high
school.

Florida Department of Education unveiled a new website that
will help Florida families make critical education decisions by
enabling them to access school and district-level data and
will better inform families about the state's college and career
ready standards and the quality of learning taking place in
their students' classrooms. The website is live at
www.FloridaStudentsAchieve.org.

Please check the calendars for the Parent and Family
Resource centers for additional classes offered by
Central Florida Health Care.
For more information on the Teaching Kitchen
or the Everyone with Diabetes Counts Class please
contact:

